AT BANAIYAN: A RETROSPECT

marriage is valid, except it be 'knotted' formally by a
Qadhi,1 or adequate proxy, with considerable ceremony,
doubtless designed to discourage its participants from
breaking their bonds.

The prospective bridegroom and representative of the
bride, usually her father or brother, go off together to the
nearest town,2 where a Qadhi will be found, for it is almost
unknown for a Qadhi to come out into the desert. A system
whereby certain tribesmen, who have taken advantage of a
sojourn in the town to learn the formulae stand proxy for a
Qadhi and celebrate marriages, has come to have a validity
with dwellers in the remoter sands; the office is then
hereditary. It is the custom after the 'knot' is tied for the
bridegroom to pay over the purchase price to the father.
Then he will bring to the bride some silver jewellery and a
simple rug for the nuptial couch (and with the Rashid he
must also make a feast) before the consummation can take
place. The nose-kiss is the kiss of the marital bed.3

Man treats woman as an inferior, a chattel.   This is

1 An interpreter of Holy Law, sometimes a preacher among Sunnis, but
among Shi'ahs, in Persia and 'Iraq, a priest.  The institution of a priestly
hierarchy is foreign to Islam, and is anathema to the orthodox, and especially
to Wahabis.

2 The Manasir tribe uses Abu Dhabi.

The Awamir tribe uses Ibri, Dhank and Biraimi.
The Rashid tribe uses Dhufar or Raidha.
The Murra tribe uses Hofuf or Jabrin.

3 Intra decem primos matrimonii dies pudori habetur interdiu coitus.
Corpus feminae ab umbilico usque ad genua nunquam detegere licet: si vir
pannum qui ei pro tegumento est, removere velit, ilicet femina questa e
tabernaculo excurrat.   Pro lecto arenas habent; nam lectus, qualem nos
habemus, eis ignotus est.   Maxime usitatum est a latere vel a tergo cum
femina coire, id quod etiam cum muliere praegnante vel paucis ante partum
diebus nonnunquam fit.
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